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view the destruction had been great folly. The
plundering of the great city before its burning had
undoubtedly produced immense treasure to carry
away into Assyria, but there would have been a
great annual income of tribute, which was now cut
off; and a vast loss by the fire, which blotted out
warehouses and extensive stores as well as temples
and palaces. This historic crime would later be
avenged in full measure. In any estimation of the
character of the Assyrian people the destruction
of Babylon must be set down by the side of the
raids and the murders of Asshurnazirpal. It is a
sad episode in human history which gave over to
savages in thought and in action the leadership of
the Semitic race, and took it away from the He-
brews and Aramaeans and the culture-loving Baby-
lonians.

For eight long and weaiy years the only record
of the Babylonian Chronicle and the Ptolemaic
Canon is, " There was no king in Babylon.7' The
babble of many tongues of diverse peoples who had
garnered knowledge, carved beautiful statues, ex-
perimented in divers forms of government, sang
hymns of praise, and uttered plaints of penitence
was hushed, and in its place was the great silence
of the desert, which a ruthless destroyer had
made.

At some time between 688 and 682 Sennacherib
again went westward into Arabia, Sargon had
there met with extraordinary success. But the
results had been very short-lived* The Bedouin